Benchmark = Toxicity value x LOC. For chronic invertebrates, the toxicity value is usually the lowest NOAEC from a life-cycle test with invertebrates (usually with midge, scud, or daphnids), and the LOC is 1.
7 Benchmark = Toxicity value x LOC. For acute nonvascular plants, the toxicity value is usually a short-term (less than 10 days) EC
50
(usually with green algae or diatoms), and the LOC is 1.
8 Benchmark = Toxicity value x LOC. For acute vascular plants, the toxicity value is usually a short-term (less than 10 days) EC
(usually with duckweed) and the LOC is 1.
9
Exceedance of this benchmark concentration, as an average for any 60-day period, could cause community-level effects on aquatic plants (based on changes in plant community diversity as predicted by the Comprehensive Aquatic Systems Model), and indirect effects on fish and aquatic invertebrates from disturbance of the aquatic plant community (from reference 26).
10
Although the underlying acute toxicity value is greater than the chronic toxicity value, the acute benchmark is lower than the chronic benchmark because acute and chronic toxicity values were multiplied by LOC values of 0.5 and 1, respectively.
11
Because the underlying toxicity value is a "greater-than" value (such as >265,000), this benchmark may overestimate toxicity.
12
The chronic benchmark is based on the acute toxicity value (which was lower than the lowest available chronic toxicity value) and, therefore, may underestimate chronic toxicity. 13 From reference 10. 15 Because the underlying toxicity value is a "less-than" value (such as <1,500), this benchmark may underestimate toxicity.
16
This benchmark has greater uncertainty than usual because of methods used or conditions in the underlying toxicity study. Table B . Water-quality benchmarks for pesticide compounds that exceeded one or more benchmarks in NAWQA bed sediment or whole-fish samples.
[For pesticide compounds in bed sediment and whole-fish tissue, benchmarks are for protection of aquatic life and fish-eating wildlife, respectively. This Benchmark applies to the sum of these two compounds. 5 
Sum of the concentrations of o,p'
and p,p' isomers of DDD, DDE, and DDT. 6 The benchmark is for total dieldrin (sum of the concentrations of aldrin plus dieldrin). However, this benchmark is considered applicable to dieldrin concentration data because only one fish sample contained any aldrin (10 µg/kg), and in that sample both aldrin and dieldrin (43 µg/kg) were well below all benchmarks. 7 Sum of the concentrations of heptachlor and heptachlor epoxide. 
